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The following examples for ear tests (melodic 
improvisation) and sight reading (lead sheet reading) 
illustrate the parameters and expectations at each 
progressive level of The RCM Certificate Program 
(from Level 5 through Level 10) as outlined in the 
Piano Syllabus, 2022 Edition. 
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Level 5
Ear Tests (Examples)

Playback (Melodic Improvisation)

Students may choose to play back a given four-measure question phrase and improvise an answer phrase 
to create an eight-measure parallel period . The examiner will identify the key and time signature, play the 
tonic chord once, and play the question phrase three times .
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Sight Reading (Examples)

Playing (Lead Sheet Reading)

Students may choose to read a lead sheet (with a melody and root/quality chord symbols) and realize an 
accompaniment based on the chord symbols provided . Harmonic vocabulary will be aligned with the 
chords presented for study in Level 5 Theory in the Theory Syllabus .

1

2

CONTENTS



5

3

4

CONTENTS



6

Level 6
Ear Tests (Examples)

Playback (Melodic Improvisation)

Students may choose to play back a given four-measure question phrase and improvise an answer phrase 
to create an eight-measure parallel period . The examiner will identify the key and time signature, play the 
tonic chord once, and play the question phrase three times .
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Sight Reading (Examples)

Playing (Lead Sheet Reading)

Students may choose to read a lead sheet (with a melody and root/quality chord symbols) and realize an 
accompaniment based on the chord symbols provided . Harmonic vocabulary will be aligned with the 
chords presented for study in Level 6 Theory in the Theory Syllabus .
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Level 7
Ear Tests (Examples)

Playback (Melodic Improvisation)

Students may choose to play back a given four-measure question phrase and improvise an answer phrase 
to create an eight-measure contrasting period . The examiner will identify the key and time signature, play 
the tonic chord once, and play the question phrase three times .
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Sight Reading (Examples)

Playing (Lead Sheet Reading)

Students may choose to read a lead sheet (with a melody and root/quality chord symbols) and realize an 
accompaniment based on the chord symbols provided . Harmonic vocabulary will be aligned with the 
chords presented for study in Level 7 Theory in the Theory Syllabus . Students are encouraged to provide 
creative accompaniments appropriate to the style of the given melody
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Level 8
Ear Tests (Examples)

Playback (Melodic Improvisation)

Students may choose to play back a given four-measure question phrase and improvise an answer phrase 
to create an eight-measure contrasting period . The examiner will identify the key and time signature, play 
the tonic chord once, and play the question phrase three times .
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Sight Reading (Examples)

Playing (Lead Sheet Reading)

Students may choose to read a lead sheet (with a melody and root/quality chord symbols) and realize an 
accompaniment based on the chord symbols provided . Harmonic vocabulary will be aligned with the 
chords presented for study in Level 8 Theory in the Theory Syllabus . Students are encouraged to provide 
creative accompaniments appropriate to the style of the given melody
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Level 9
Ear Tests (Examples)

Playback (Melodic Improvisation)

Students may choose to play back a two-measure opening, complete the question (antecedent) phrase, and 
improvise an answer (consequent) phrase to create an eight-measure contrasting period . The examiner will 
identify the key and time signature, play the tonic chord once, and play the two-measure opening three times .
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Sight Reading (Examples)

Playing (Lead Sheet Reading)

Students may choose to read a lead sheet (with a melody and root/quality chord symbols) and realize an 
accompaniment based on the chord symbols provided . Harmonic vocabulary will be aligned with the 
chords presented for study in Level 9 Theory in the Theory Syllabus . Students are expected to provide 
creative accompaniments appropriate to the style of the given melody
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Level 10
Ear Tests (Examples)

Playback (Melodic Improvisation)

Students may choose to play back a two-measure opening, complete the question (antecedent) phrase, and 
improvise an answer (consequent) phrase to create an eight-measure contrasting period . The examiner will 
identify the key and time signature, play the tonic chord once, and play the two-measure opening three times .
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Sight Reading (Examples)

Playing (Lead Sheet Reading)

Students may choose to read a lead sheet (with a melody and root/quality chord symbols) and realize an 
accompaniment based on the chord symbols provided . Harmonic vocabulary will be aligned with the 
chords presented for study in Level 10 Theory in the Theory Syllabus . Students are expected to provide 
creative accompaniments appropriate to the style of the given melody
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