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1. Indicate the stylistic current (Romanticism, Impressionism, Expressionism, Serialism, or 
Neo-Classicism) most closely associated with each of the following statements by writing the 
appropriate letter (R, I, E, S, or N) in the space provided.

R – Romanticism
I – Impressionism
E – Expressionism
S – Serialism
N – Neo-Classicism

Music in this style cultivates a detached sensibility, while generally retaining a  
tonal framework.

Representative works in this style include Wozzeck and Pierrot lunaire.

Developments in this style include the ordering of rhythm and dynamics.

Smaller genres such as art song and lyric piano pieces captured the spirit of this style.

Representative composers include Claude Debussy and Maurice Ravel.

!is style explores deeply psychological themes, including fear, trauma, and obsession.

!is style is also known as dodecaphonic or twelve-tone music.

Representative composers include Béla Bartók and Aaron Copland.

Composers in this style drew on non-traditional scales, including modes, whole-tone 
scales, and pentatonic scales.

!is style is marked by a return to absolute music and traditional formal structures.

!e symphonic poems of Franz Liszt illustrate this style.

In this style, the tone row may be transposed or presented in inversion, retrograde, or 
retrograde inversion.

Technical improvements in instrument building was directly linked to an increase in 
virtuosity in the compositions associated with this style.
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!is style features extreme dissonance, angular melodies, and irregular  
rhythmic groupings.

Composers sought to blur the metrical pulse within this style.

Trends within this style include nationalism, exoticism, and a fascination with  
the supernatural.

!is compositional method was developed by composers of the Second Viennese School.

!is style features unresolved seventh and ninth chords, aggregate chords, and parallel 
chord streams.

Klangfarbenmelodie and Sprechstimme are two innovative techniques that emerged in  
this style.

Representative composers include Robert and Clara Schumann.
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2. a. Provide the term for ten of the following de"nitions. Name one representative composition  
title for each term. Composition titles must be chosen from the works required for  
this examination.

a texture in which many separate melodic strands are woven into a complex polyphonic fabric

Term:  Title: 

a single-movement programmatic orchestral work, usually in sonata form

Term:  Title: 

a vocal technique developed by Schoenberg in which the singer performs “pitched speaking”

Term:  Title: 

a scale that is limited to fewer than the usual twelve transpositions

Term:  Title: 

a poetic form developed in the 14th century

Term:  Title: 

a collection of piano pieces united by a central theme or narrative thread

Term:  Title: 

music notation that employs symbols and shapes outside the realm of traditional notation

Term:  Title: 

German for “total artwork”; achieved through the perfect union of text, music, and stagecraft

Term:  Title: 

from the Latin for “law”; the strict imitation of a musical line at a fixed interval throughout

Term:  Title: 

the distribution of a melody through many instruments, thereby emphasizing their color

Term:  Title: 

the introduction of random or chance elements into a composition

Term:  Title: 

a loud ceremonial piece featuring brass instruments

Term:  Title: 

20
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 b. Identify the composition and composer for !ve of the following text excerpts, lyrics, quotes, or 
poetic inspirations.

And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud:
and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun.

Title:  Composer: 

A la claire fontaine
M’en allant promener.

Title:  Composer: 

Good greens of every sort
grow in the heavenly vegetable patch,
good asparagus, string beans,
and whatever we want.

Title:  Composer: 

How lovely is Thy dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts!
My soul longs and yearns for the courts of the Lord.

Title:  Composer: 

O ancient fragrance of a fairy-tale age,
Intoxicate again my senses!

Title:  Composer: 

If you love for beauty,
Oh, do not love me!
Love the sun,
She has golden tresses!

Title:  Composer: 

apingaut
mauyk
qanit
sitidlorak

Title:  Composer: 

[10]
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3. Fill in the blanks for four of the following musical excerpts. 

Title of complete work:  Composer: 

Name the character who sings this excerpt. 

Name the character to whom he is singing. 

Identify the theme in the orchestral part. 

Which instrument(s) play this theme? 

Title of complete work:  Composer: 

Source of the libretto:  

Librettist:  

Briefly explain the dramatic context of this scene. 
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Title:  Composer: 

Genre: 

This composition was inspired by:
 the Psalms  the poems of Heine  a Shakespeare play 

The structure of this work is:
 free-form  sonata form   modified strophic

Name the character portrayed in this excerpt. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE7
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Title of complete work:  Composer: 

Librettist: 

Name the character who sings this excerpt. 

Briefly explain the dramatic context of this scene.

Title:  Composer: 

Identify the inspiration for this work. 

Name the form of this work. 

Identify and briefly explain two specific musical features of this work. 

1. 

2. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE8
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Title:  Composer: 

Genre: 

Performing forces: 

This composition was inspired by:
 a Lied  a poem by Ruckert  a Shakespeare play 

This structure of this movement is:
 sonata form  modified strophic  theme and variations

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE9
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Title of complete work:  Composer: 

Title of this movement: 

Name one other movement from this collection. 

Identify and briefly explain two specific musical features of this work. 

1. 

2. 
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4. a. Choose one of the following composers and "ll in the blanks. 

Felix Mendelssohn

Dates:  to 

Explain his connection to the following:

 Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

Fanny Hensel 

 

Ferdinand David 

 

Queen Victoria 

 

Leipzig 

Identify two Classical-style elements in his music.

1. 

2. 

Identify two innovative elements in his music.

1. 

2. 

20
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Béla Bartók

Dates:  to 

Explain his connection to the following:

Budapest Academy 

 

Zoltán Kodály 

 

Benny Goodman 

 

New York City 

 

Serge Koussevitzky 

 

Identify two elements in Bartók’s work that demonstrate nationalism.

1. 

2. 

Identify two neo-Classical elements in Bartók’s work.

1. 

2. 
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Sergei Prokofiev

Dates:  to 

Explain his connection to the following:

St. Petersburg Conservatory 

 

Ballets Russes 

 

Joseph Stalin 

 

Hollywood 

 

Mira Mendelssohn 

Identify and briefly explain four principal characteristics of Prokofiev’s musical style.

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 
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 b. Discuss the innovations and musical contributions of two of the following. Do not include 
biographical details. Answer this question on the enclosed O'cial Answer Sheets.

Franz Liszt
Arnold Schoenberg
Olivier Messiaen
John Cage

5. Write your prepared Independent Study Essay on one of the following topics, as outlined in the 
"eory Syllabus, 2016 Edition. Answer this question on the enclosed O'cial Answer Sheets.

Musical Theater
Discuss the evolution of musical theater, using the following outline:
• Brief discussion of the roots and origins of musical theater in the European operetta tradition.
• Definition of musical theater and its principal components.
• Detailed description of two musicals (one by a composer from each syllabus list). Include 

background information (source of story or plot, lyrics, choreography), plot summary, and 
detailed discussion of one musical number from each work. Include references to the musical 
style of each composer.

OR

Jazz
Discuss the origins and evolution of jazz, using the following outline:
• Brief discussion of the roots and origins of jazz.
• Definitions of jazz, ragtime, and blues.
• Discussion of the musical styles and contributions of three jazz artists (one from each syllabus 

list). Include specific references to two or more works by each selected artist.

OR

Technology in Music
Discuss the significance of technology in music, using the following outline:
• Discussion of the overall impact of technology on the evolution of music in the 2(th and  

21st centuries.
• Description of the unique features of three works (one from each syllabus list) and discussion 

of how each work has broadened our definition and understanding of music. Include a 
discussion of the specific contributions of the composer of each selected work.

[10]
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Total Mark for this Examination: 81/100 
 
1. 18/20 
This question tests the student’s general knowledge of five stylistic currents required for this 
examination: Romanticism, Impressionism, Expressionism, Serialism, and Neo-Classicism. 
Each descriptive statement is most closely associated with one of these stylistic currents. One 
mark is awarded for each correct answer. The student has answered eighteen questions 
correctly. 
 
2. 16/20 
a. 10/10 – In part (a) of this question, the student supplies a term and composition title for ten 

of the given definitions. Half a mark is allotted for each correct term, and half a mark for 
each correct composition title. There are several terms for which more than one 
composition title may apply (see the Answer Key). In the event that the student answers 
more than the required number of questions, the policy is to mark the first ten (or five, etc., 
as the case may be). Note that the answer “whole tone scale” was accepted for “a scale that 
is limited to fewer than the usual twelve transpositions.” The anticipated correct answer was 
“mode of limited transposition” but because the whole tone scale is one of the modes of 
limited transposition, it is an acceptable answer in this context. 

 
b. 6/10 – In part (b) of this question, the student identifies the composition and composer of 

five text excerpts, which may include lyrics, quotes, or poetic inspirations. The titles and 
composers are each worth one mark. There were four incorrect answers, for a total of four 
deductions.  

 
 
3. 17.5/20 
In this question, the student is asked to identify the title and composer of four of seven 
musical excerpts and answer questions about each selected piece. The identification of title and 
composer are each worth half a mark, and all other questions are worth one mark (see Answer 
Key for detailed breakdown).  
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4. 15/20 
a. 8/10 – In part (a) of this question, the student chooses one of three composers and provides 

biographical information according to a template. The student has done fairly well here, 
losing two marks due to some confusion with other composers. 

 
b. 7/10 – In part (b) of this question, the student chose to discuss the innovations and musical 

contributions of Franz Liszt and Arnold Schoenberg. There were good points in each short 
essay, however, the student could draw more upon the works (citing genres and titles) or 
each composer to illustrate the discussion of style.  

 
 
5. 14.5/20 
For the long essay, the student chose to write on Musical Theater. The student has provided 
an overview of the components of musical theater, and given a brief summary of some 
European operetta antecedents . There could be a greater connection made between late 19th-
century operetta and the emergence of musical theater as a genre in America.  
 
The discussion of The Music Man has some good information, but could be expanded, both in 
the plot description and the detailed discussion of one of the movements or numbers. Much 
more detail could be given on the musical features of “Till There Was You.” As well, the 
student has not provided any information on Willson’s general style as a composer. 
 
The treatment of Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd is similar, in that the plot description begins well but 
does not fully deal with the storyline and the description of “My Friends” could also be far 
more detailed. Once again, the student has not discussed Sondheim’s style or output in more 
general terms.  
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