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Resources

The following materials are useful for reference, teaching, and examination preparation.  
No single resource is necessarily complete for examination purposes, but these recommended 
reading and resource lists provide valuable information to support teaching at all levels.

Resources by The Royal Conservatory

Classical Guitar Series, 2018 Edition
Classical Guitar Series, 2018 Edition. 10 vols. Toronto, ON: 
The Frederick Harris Music Co., Limited, 2018.

Elementary Preparatory Repertoire and Etudes
Repertoire and Etudes 1
Repertoire and Etudes 2
Repertoire and Etudes 3
Repertoire and Etudes 4

Intermediate Repertoire and Etudes 5
Repertoire and Etudes 6
Repertoire and Etudes 7
Repertoire and Etudes 8

Elementary–
Diploma

Technique (Preparatory–ARCT)

*   For more information, visit rcmusic.com/ClassicalGuitar.

Four Star® Online Ear Training
Elementary Preparatory A and B

Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4

Intermediate Level 5
Level 6
Level 7
Level 8

Advanced Level 9

*   For more information, visit rcmusic.com/learning/digital-learning.

Celebrate Theory
Theory Syllabus (available online)
Celebrate Theory. 18 vols. Toronto, ON: The Frederick 
Harris Music Co., Limited, 2016–2017.

Elementary Preparatory
Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Answer Book: Preparatory–4

Intermediate Level 5
Level 6
Level 7
Level 8
Answer Book: Levels 5–8

Advanced Level 9 Harmony
Level 10 Harmony & Counterpoint
ARCT Harmony & Counterpoint
ARCT Analysis
Level 9 History
Level 10 History
ARCT History

* For more information, visit celebratetheory.com.

Digital Learning
RCM Music Theory Apps. Preparatory–Level 4. 
Music Theory 5–8 Online. Levels 5–8. 
Music History Level 9 Online.

http://rcmusic.com/ClassicalGuitar
http://rcmusic.com/learning/digital-learning
http://celebratetheory.com
http://www.rcmusic.com/learning/digital-learning/music-theory-apps
http://www.rcmusic.com/learning/digital-learning/music-theory-levels-5-8
http://www.rcmusic.com/learning/digital-learning/music-history
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Resources by The Royal Conservatory
Official Examination Papers
The Royal Conservatory Official Examination Papers. 12–15 
vols. Toronto, ON: The Frederick Harris Music Co., 
Limited, published annually.

Intermediate Level 5 Theory
Level 6 Theory
Level 7 Theory
Level 8 Theory

Advanced Level 9 Harmony
Level 10 Harmony & Counterpoint
ARCT Harmony & Counterpoint
ARCT Analysis
Level 9 Keyboard Harmony
Level 10 Keyboard Harmony
ARCT Keyboard Harmony
Level 9 History
Level 10 History
ARCT History
Piano Pedagogy Written—

Elementary, Intermediate, 
Advanced

*  Individual Teacher’s ARCT Written Examination papers are also 

available upon request.

* For a list of current titles, please visit bookstore.rcmusic.com. 

https://www.rcmusic.com/learning/examinations/forms-and-services
https://www.rcmusic.com/learning/examinations/forms-and-services
http://bookstore.rcmusic.com
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General Reference
Burkholder, J. Peter, Donald J. Grout, and Claude V. 

Palisca. A History of Western Music. 9th ed. New York: 
Norton, 2014.

Donington, Robert. The Interpretation of Early Music. New 
rev. ed. New York: Norton, 1992.

Kallmann, Helmut, Gilles Potvin, and Kenneth Winters, 
eds. Encyclopedia of Music in Canada. 2nd ed. Toronto, 
ON: University of Toronto Press, 1992. (Available online 
at www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com.)

Kamien, Roger. Music: An Appreciation. 12th ed. Boston: 
McGraw-Hill, 2017.

Latham, Alison, ed. The Oxford Companion to Music. Rev. 
1st ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011. (Available 
online at www.oxfordreference.com.)

Machlis, Joseph, and Kristine Forney. The Enjoyment of 
Music. 13th ed. New York: Norton, 2018.

Randel, Don Michael, ed. The Harvard Biographical 
Dictionary of Music. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 1996.

———. The Harvard Dictionary of Music. 4th ed. 
Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University 
Press, 2003.

Sadie, Stanley, ed. The New Grove Dictionary of Musical 
Instruments. 3 vols. London: Macmillan, 1993.

———, and John Tyrell, eds. The New Grove Dictionary 
of Music and Musicians. 2nd ed. 29 vols. London: 
Macmillan, 2001. (Also available online.)

Slonimsky, Nicolas, ed. emeritus. Baker’s Biographical 
Dictionary of Music and Musicians. Centennial ed. 6 vols. 
New York: Schirmer, 2001.

Stolba, K. Marie. The Development of Western Music: A 
History. 3rd ed. Boston, MA: McGraw-Hill, 1998.

Taruskin, Richard. Oxford History of Western Music. 5 vols. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005.
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Guitar Resources

Repertoire Anthologies and Collections
Anzaghi, Luigi Oreste, ed. Antologia per chitarra. Milan: 

Ricordi, 1960.
Barreiro, Elias. Classical Guitar Method. Book 1. Cincinnati, 

OH: Willis Music, 1982.
Bellow, Alexander, ed. International Anthology. Rockville 

Center, NY: Franco Colombo, 1969.
Chiesa, Ruggero, ed. Antologia di musica antica. 2 vols. 

Milan: Edizioni Suvini Zerboni, 1977–1989.
Chilesotti, Oscar. Six Lute Pieces of the Renaissance. Edited 

by Alan Neidle. Washington, DC: Franco Colombo, 
1961.

Déry, Francine, and Claude Gagnon, eds. Petit livre de 
guitare. Saint-Romuald, QC: Les productions d’OZ 
[n.d.].

Duarte, John, ed. Thirteen Pieces from the Fitzwilliam 
Virginal Book. London: Novello, 1965.

———, and Philip Rogers, eds. Elizabethan Melodies. 2 
vols. In Gitarren-Archiv. Mainz: B. Schott’s Söhne [n.d.].

La guitare dans tous ses états: Répertoire progressif en 6 volumes 
(The many faces of the guitar: Progressive Repertoire in 6 
Volumes). Saint-Romuald, QC: Les Productions d’OZ, 
2007.

Gerrits, Paul, and Claude Gagnon, eds. La guitare enchantée/
(The Magic Guitar). 2 vols. St. Nicholas, QC: Doberman, 
1982.

Mills, John, ed. Classical Montage. Waterloo, ON: Waterloo 
Music, 1976.

Segovia, Andrés, ed. Album of Guitar Solos. Washington, 
DC: Franco Colombo, 1968.

Shearer, Aaron, and Thomas Kikta. Classic Guitar 
Technique. 3rd ed., vol. 1. Van Nuys, CA: Alfred 
Publishing, 2016.

Summers, Richard, ed. Music for Classical Guitar. 3 vols. 
Toronto, ON: Toronto Guitar Institute, 1996.

Teuchert, Heinz, ed. European Guitar and Lute Music. 
Munich: Ricordi, 1976.

Tonazzi, Bruno, ed. Arie e Danze. 2 vols. Milan: Ricordi, 
1973.

Technique and Musicianship
Duarte, John. The Bases of Classical Guitar Technique. 

London: Novello, 1975.
———. The Guitarist’s Hands. Vienna: Universal Edition, 

1978.
Hindemith, Paul. Elementary Training for Musicians. 2nd 

ed. New York: Schott, 1974.
Sherrod, Ronald J., ed. Guitar Master Class: Technical 

Exercises by Famous Guitarists and Teachers. Melville, NY: 
Belwin Mills, 1980.

Guitar Reference
Artzt, Alice. The Art of Practising. Westport, CT: The Bold 

Strummer, 1993.
Bellow, Alexander. The Illustrated History of the Guitar. New 

York: Franco Colombo, 1970.
Bennett, Andy, and Kevin Dawe, eds. Guitar Cultures. 

Oxford: Berg, 2001.
Buetens, Stanley. Method for the Renaissance Lute. 

Manhattan Beach, CA: Instrumenta Antiqua, 1977.
Brown, Howard Mayer, and Stanley Sadie, eds. Performance 

Practice: Music Before 1600. New York: Norton, 1990.
Carlevaro, Abel. School of Guitar: Exposition of Instrumental 

Theory. London: Boosey & Hawkes, 1984.
Coelho, Victor Anand, ed. The Cambridge Companion to the 

Guitar. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003.
———. Performance on Lute, Guitar, and Vihuela. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005.
Duncan, Charles. The Art of Classical Guitar Playing. 

Princeton, NJ: Summy Birchard, 1980.
Evans, Tom, and Mary Anne Evans. Guitars: Music, History, 

Construction, and Players from the Renaissance to Rock. 
London: Oxford University Press, 1984.

Glise, Anthony. Classical Guitar Pedagogy. Pacific, MO: Mel 
Bay Publications, 1997.

Grunfeld, Frederic V. The Art and Times of the Guitar. 
Westport, CT: The Bold Strummer, 2006.

Hill, Thomas A. The Guitar: An Introduction to the 
Instrument. New York: Keynote, 1973.

Huber, John. The Development of the Modern Guitar. 
Westport, CT: Bold Strummer, 1994.
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Guitar Resources
Iznaola, Ricardo. Kitharologus: The Path to Virtuosity. 

Monaco: Chanterelle; Pacific, MO: Mel Bay 
Publications, 2009.

Lehmann, Andreas C., John A. Sloboda, and Robert H. 
Woody. Psychology for Musicians. London: Oxford 
University Press, 2007.

Lilienfeld, Robert, and Basil Cimino. The Guitarist’s 
Harmony. New York: Franco Colombo, 1965.

MacKinnon, Lilias. Music by Heart. Westport, CT: 
Greenwood, 1981.

McFadden, Jeffrey. Fretboard Harmony: Common Practice 
Harmony on the Guitar. Saint-Romuald, QC: Les 
Productions d’OZ, 2010.

Peppercorn, Lisa. Villa-Lobos. London: Omnibus Press, 
1989.

———. Villa-Lobos: The Music—An analysis of his style. 
Translated by Stefan de Hann. London: Kahn & Averill, 
1992.

Ryan, Lee F. The Natural Classical Guitar: The Principles 
of Effortless Playing. Westport, CT: The Bold Strummer, 
1991.

Shearer, Aaron. Learning the Classical Guitar. Edited 
by Tom Poore. Parts 1–3. Pacific, MO: Mel Bay 
Publications, 1990.

Taylor, John. Tone Production on the Classical Guitar. 
London: Musical New Services, 1978.

Tennant, Scott. Basic Classical Guitar Method. Book 1. Van 
Nuys, CA: Alfred Publishing, 2003.

———. Pumping Nylon: The Classical Guitarist’s Technique 
Handbook. 2nd ed. Van Nuys, CA: Alfred Publishing, 
2016.

Turnbull, Harvey. The Guitar from the Renaissance to the 
Present Day. Westport, CT: The Bold Strummer, 1991.

Wade, Graham. A Concise History of the Guitar. Pacific, 
MO: Mel Bay Publications, 2001.

Wright, Simon. Villa-Lobos. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1992.

Online Resources
Boije Collection: musikverket.se
Canadian Music Centre: www.musiccentre.ca
Classical Guitar Alive: www.guitaralive.org
Classical Guitar Composers List:  

www.musicated.com/CGCL
Classical Guitar Magazine:  

www.classicalguitarmagazine.com
Database of Contemporary Guitar Music:  

www.sheerpluck.de
European Guitar Teachers Association: www.egta.co.uk
Guitar Foundation of America: www.guitarfoundation.org
Guitar Society of Toronto: www.guitarsocietyoftoronto.com
International Music Score Library Project:  

www.imslp.org
Rischel and Birket-Smith Collection:  

www.kb.dk/en/nb/tema/fokus/rbs.html

http://musikverket.se/musikochteaterbiblioteket/ladda-ner-noter/boijes-samling/?lang=en
http://www.musiccentre.ca
http://www.guitaralive.org
http://www.musicated.com/CGCL
http://www.musicated.com/CGCL
http://www.classicalguitarmagazine.com
http://www.classicalguitarmagazine.com
http://www.sheerpluck.de
http://www.sheerpluck.de
http://www.egta.co.uk
http://www.guitarfoundation.org
http://www.guitarsocietyoftoronto.com
http://www.imslp.org
http://www.kb.dk/en/nb/tema/fokus/rbs.html
http://www.kb.dk/en/nb/tema/fokus/rbs.html

